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Lake Charles Association Inc. 
550 SW Lake Charles Circle  

Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 

Phone #(772) 336-5966, Fax # (772) 343-0592 
 

Lake Charles HOA Board of Directors  
President Joan Hassler  

First Vice President Jim Volpe 

Second Vice President Bob Giesken  

Secretary   Bill Reckerdres 

Treasurer   Sharon Farnon 
 

Advantage Property Management LLC 
Property Manager - Don Luther 

Office Assistant    - Mary Key 

The clubhouse office is open Monday through 

Friday - 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 
 

How to Contact a Board Member 
If you wish to contact a board member, you can call 

the beach club office at (772) 336-5966 and leave a 

message. 
 

Lake Charles Newsletter 
Published quarterly 

Publisher:    Lake Charles Board of Directors  

Editor:                Steve Caruso     
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Lake Charles Web Site 

www.lakecharlesslw.com 

Visit our web site for the latest information 

about our wonderful Lake Charles 

community. 

View this newsletter in color 

Read past issues of the newsletter 

Check out recent and upcoming activities 

See whatôs happening at the clubhouse 

 And much more . . . . 

When You Have A Problem 
For Emergencies call 911.   

For non-emergency, during regular office hours, you 

can call the beach club office at (772) 336-5966.   

For non-emergency, after hours, you may call 

(772) 461-5560. 

You may leave a message for the Property Manager, 

or board member, and they will return your call as 

soon as they are able. Please respect the board 

members privacy and avoid calling them at home.   

Publisher Statement 

 The Lake Charles Newsletter is Published Quarterly 

by:  The Lake Charles Homeownersô Association, 

550 Lake Charles Circle, Port St Lucie, FL 34986 

Waste Pickup Days  
Monday: Tree and Yard waste. 7:00 A.M.  

Wednesday : Recycling Garbage pick up (in garbage 

cans, or tied garbage bags) etc.  

Saturday : Garbage pickup only. Can be placed out 

Friday night after 6 pm 

 

LAKE 

CHARLES 

BOWLING  

 

Starts 2nd 

on Tuesday  

 January  11, 2010 at 1 PM 

If you would like to join  
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Letter from the 

President 
 
 Well, itôs that 

ñwelcome back 

snowbirdsò time again, 

and you were all 

missed. Things are 

still looking great in 

our community, and Iôm 

sure you will all be pleased that we kept a tight rein on 

our next yearôs budget.  

Concerns: There are some homeowners, tenants and/or 

vendors that have to realize that there are standard rules 

and regulations that pertain to our community which 

helps make it a safe place to live.  One important 

regulation relates to our ñSpeed Limitò.  Our speed limit 

is a standard community speed limit of 25 MPH; 

however, there are some homeowners, guests, tenants and 

vendors who must be dyslexic and think it reads 52 MPH.   

Also, after riding on I 95 and doing 70+ MPH, it may 

seem like you stalled when dropping down to 25 MPH, 

but you didnôt!  Unfortunately, our local police 

department cannot do anything to enforce our speeding 

violators because its considered private property, but the 

associationsô board can and will! We are extremely 

concerned about the safety of the people living and 

visiting our community.  Itôs not just the young and the 

mature folks who walk, jog and bike around the 

community, but our concern is also about our beautiful 

cranes, turtles, deer, rabbits, bobcats etc.  So help us out 

folksé ñDRIVE SLOWLYò! 

A second rule &regulation that some homeowners, 

guests, and tenants do not observe is the ñLeash Lawò 

and/or the ñPicking Up After Your Petò!  Well, Iôm sorry 

to say itôs the poor pet thatôs getting the bad rap for its 

ignorant owner.  Some pet owner swing a plastic bag in 

their hand as to have one think that they are going to pick 

up after their pet, but once they see no one watching, they 

just leave the droppings and walk away.  This regulation 

is not just for the association, but that of the City of PSL.   

Some people do not realize that the feces are a health 

hazard to both the pets and humans.   

We do not have a ñdog runò in our community.  There are 

some places you can take your dog for a run, but not in 

our community. 

 

Happy Holidays! 

Joan 

Joan Hassler 

Property Managerôs Column 
 

 

Summer  

Don Luther - On-Site Property Manager 

Don Luther 

Property Managerôs Column 

Hurricane Season 

ends November 30th. 

As of this writing we 

have had a good 

season; hopefully, 

that will continue 

until the season is 

officially over. 

In spec t i ons  a re 

almost complete for 

roof cleaning. Letters 

have been sent out to residents that need 

to have their roofs cleaned. Some contractors offer 

a roof cleaning system which guarantees that a 

roof remains clean by spraying a chemical on your 

roof every two (2) years. This method eliminates 

the use of repeated "high pressure" cleaning, 

thereby reducing the problems associated with 

pressure washing. Using this method is very cost 

effective and less damaging to your roof. 

Those of you returning will notice the beautiful 

landscape and lighting enhancements to the front 

entrance of Lake Charles. The Lake Charles 

Landscape Committee and Board Members worked 

diligently on that and other projects. 

Repairs to the bridge leading to the beach club are 

currently underway. Numerous sidewalks were 

repaired where damage from tree roots were 

causing "uplifting". 

Please be reminded that homeowners must submit 

an Architectural Review Form to the Modification 

Committee to do any exterior work to one's home 

or property. Copies of the Architectural Review 

Form may be downloaded off the Lake Charles 

website or may be picked up at the office. The 

Modifications Committee meets every Wednesday 

at 9:30 AM to review applications. 

Enjoy your Fall and Winter Holidays! 

 

 

 

Don Luther - On-Site Property Manager 

Don Luther 
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NATIVE CONTROL WILL BE FERTILIZING 

THE TURF, SHRUBS & ORNAMENTALS DUR-

ING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER. DURING 

THE MONTHS OF DECEMBER & JANUARY 

WE WILL BEGIN BROAD LEAF WEED CON-

TROL IN THE TURF . WE ARE STARTING TO 

EXPERIENCE DRY CONDITIONS AGAIN AND 

THESE PRODUCTS WILL NEED TO BE WA-

TERED IN FOR MAXIMUM DESIRED RESULTS 

FOR TURF BUILDING & WEED CONTROL. WE 

ARE ASKING EVERY HOMEOWNER TO IN-

SPECT THEIR IRRIGATION SYSTEMS FOR 

PROPER COVERAGE AND CHECK THAT 

THEIR CLOCKS ARE SET PROPERLY. THIS 

WILL HELP OUR PRODUCTS ACTIVATE AND 

WORK TO THEIR POTENTIAL. WE ARE 

SCHEDULED TO MULCH DESIGNATED COM-

MON GROUND AREAS AND HARBOR ISLES 

IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER AND WILL 

HAVE IT COMPLETED BEFORE THE THANKS-

GIVING HOLIDAY. NATIVE CONTROL OF-

FERS ADDITIONAL LANDSCAPE NEEDS TO 

HOME OWNERS WHILE HONORING THE 

SAME COMPETITIVE PRICES GIVEN TO THE 

ASSOCIATION. SUCH AS: INSTALLATION OF 

TREES, PALMS, SHRUBS, SEASONAL FLOW-

ERS, MULCH, DECORATIVE ROCKS, STEP-

PING STONES & SOD. WE ALSO OFFER BACK 

YARD MAINTENANCE SUCH AS TRIMMING, 

PRUNING & WEEDING OFFERED MONTHLY, 

QUARTERLY OR ON AN AS NEEDED BASIS 

SERVICE DEPENDING ON PLANT MATERIAL 

& GROWTH PATTERNS. IF YOU HAVE ANY 

QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS, PLEASE FEEL 

FREE TO CONTACT US BY USE OF WORK OR-

DER SYSTEM LOCATED AT THE LAKE 

CHARLES CLUB HOUSE OR CONTACT US DI-

RECTLY AT (772)465-7145. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

December: 

Dec. 10th, Friday ~ Ladies Christmas Tea 

Dec. 18th ~ Kids party 
 

February:  

TBA ~  Dancing Under the Stars  

 

March:  

March 12th 8AM-2PM - Community Garage Sale 

TBAðTrivia Night  
 

April:  

April 16th, Saturdayð Children s Egg Hunt  

 11:00 am at the clubhouse. 

You  can contact special projects by calling 

 340-7631 or e-mail  specialprojectskids@gmail.com 

 

The Special Projects Committee would like to 

thank the people who donated for the kids 

Halloween party  

Those wonderful parents, grandparents and 

friends who donated at the party, THANK 

YOU.  

Gloria Sabatelli for her annual donation to-

wards this event. Thanks Gloria! Marge Rey-

nolds once again has been more than gener-

ous in her donations to the special projects 

committee. We thank her for all the Hallow-

een items she has given us.  

Special thanks to all the ladies and gentle-

men who volunteered to help the children 

with the games, crafts and judging of cos-

tumes.  

Without these generous people there would 

be no special project committee.  

 

We would also like to thank the Water Aero-

bics group for their donation which will help 

light up the 13 large palms in the front en-

trance of Lake Charles this Holiday Season.  

mailto:specialprojectskids@gmail.com
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ñOUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABESò 

by Jerry Sulecki 

  
The recent political campaign has disillusioned those of us old enough to remember when  people 
respected each other or at least tolerated viewpoints that were different than theirs. Back when peo-
ple tried to help their neighbors ï not outdo them. 
 
Thatôs certainly not true any more. And, itôs not only the norm in politics.  It pervades our  daily lives.  
 
Itôs all about power and ñwhatôs in it for meò.  Itôs all part of the ómeô generation that promotes selfish-
ness, - wants all it can get - and wants it now!  Itôs enough to make you give up on the human race - 
or worse yet - start acting the same way.      
 
But then, just as you think you canôt get any more disgusted, a little thoughtfulness and kindness 
falls into your lap.  A flyer is left in your mailbox. 
 
It seems a little six year old boy on your street is touched by someone elseôs plight and wants to do 
something about it ï at six years old!   
 
The flyer was headed:  Munjack Circle THANKSGIVING Food Drive.  It read: 
 
ñWe are the Coulter family of Munjack Circle.  We would like to encourage you to take a moment and 
think about your blessings and open your hearts this holiday season by donating a canned good to 
our food drive.  My little boy who is six asked if we could do this.  He has been learning about the 
food bank in school and how thousands of children on the Treasure Coast eat only at school and 
then go hungry all weekend until they come back to school on Monday.  He asked if we could help 
them by collecting cans to give to them.  In honor of our two boys, and to show our thanks for our 
many blessings, our family will be setting out a decorated box next Saturday from 12-5 at our house 
to collect canned goods.  That Monday we will be taking them to the local food bank just in time for 
Thanksgiving.  Thank you in advance for your giving heart this Thanksgiving season.  Thank you for 
blessing someone  else as you are blessed.  Sincerely, the Coulter family.   
 
Imagine that!  A six-year old named Joey Coulter and his younger brother Michael worrying about - 
and wanting to help - others.  A miracle!  It really touched my heart.   
 
Most of us have been on this earth a lot longer than six years but never tried to help others like this 
little guy has.  Oh, weôve thought about it but never really took the time to follow through and actually 
help others less fortunate than us. 
 
A simple lookup on the internet shows that ñOut Of The Mouths Of Babesò is a literary reference.  Itôs 
something that you might say when a small child says something that surprises you because it 
shows an adult's wisdom and understanding of a situation.  I was stunned that a child of six could be 
so adult in his perception of an on-going problem and is trying to do something about it. 
 
God bless you, Joey Coulter.  We can all learn something from your example.  
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  CHILDRENõS HALLOWEEN PARTY Saturday Oct. 30th 
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Real Estate Today 
Guest Columnist 

 Joe McDuffee, REALTOR® 

Illustrated Properties Real Estate 

Lake Charles Resident 

 
There is a significant difference between a foreclosure and 

short sale. 

 

With a bank owned foreclosure (REO) the bank is the owner 

of the property and buyers offer/negotiate with the bank as 

they would with any owner. With a short sale there are three 

parties involved; the buyer and seller agree on a sale price 

and enter into a contract. The bank and seller must now agree 

on how to handle the shortfall and the contract is contingent 

on bank approval.  And they may not come to an agreement 

which results in the buyer offer being rejected. Or the bank may counter the offer. The buyer is 

not involved in the short sale negotiation and is not responsible for any of the shortfall.  

 

The seller can avoid the short sale by bringing cash at the closing to make up the difference be-

tween sale price and amount owed on the mortgage. I have had several of these situations with 

one seller bringing $60,000 to close. It is very important that all options be discussed with the 

seller. The original listing may not be a short sale but price reductions could cause it to be. Sell-

ers should ask their Realtor for an estimated net sheet. 

 

This explains short sales very well: 

(Source: The Chicago Tribune, Mary Ellen Podmolik. Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Infor-

mation Services) 

The practice, which involves selling a property for less than the amount owed on the mortgage, 

has grown in popularity as an exit strategy for financially strapped homeowners because it 

doesnôt ding a credit report as deeply as a foreclosure. But because the transactions have to be 

approved by first and second lien holders, they are languishing. 

Short sales are made primarily to buyers who may have more flexibility to deal with the long 

wait times, according to a survey by Campbell Communications. The sales volume could be 

much greater. Two out of three short sales never close. 

 

In general, you have three offers for every completed short sale; first offer, the buyer walks be-

fore they get a yes or no. On the second offer they walk a good part of the time. The third offer 

is the charm because itôs been in process long enough at the lender that [the lender] knows they 

want to do this. 

The seller can avoid 

the short sale by 

bringing cash at the 

closing to make up the 

difference between 

sale price and amount 

owed on the mortgage.  
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Community 

Photos  


